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The Church of England operates its safeguarding work at national level jointly 
with the Methodist Church. The Rt Revd Paul Butler, Bishop of Southwell and 
Nottingham, is the Joint Chair of the Joint Safeguarding Liaison Group and 
leads on safeguarding matters for the Church of England at national level. He 
says:  

‘The Reports prepared last year by Baroness Elizabeth Butler-Sloss and 
before her, by Roger Meekings are particularly damning of past safeguarding 
procedures going back to the 1960s in the Church of England and for that I 
can only say we are deeply sorry. On behalf of the Church I would like to take 
the opportunity provided by the publication of these reports to express our 
own unreserved apology for those cases where we failed to take the action 
that we should have taken to prevent harm being caused to children and 
vulnerable adults. It is a matter of great sorrow and deep regret for the Church 
and we recognise the profound and damaging impact on all those affected. 
We are grateful for the personal commitment of many of those who have been 
affected, to ensuring that the Church faces up to these difficulties. This has 
helped us to become a safer place and to learn more about how to respond 
well to victims who have the courage to come forward.  

Considerable progress has been made regarding safeguarding in the Church 
of England, and we are confident that our policies are now far more robust 
than in the past. However, policies need to be implemented for safety to be 
achieved. We seek to ensure that we provide the safest possible environment 
for everyone through endeavouring to implement our safeguarding polices. 
Any safeguarding case in the Church of England is one too many and we can 
never be complacent. The safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults in 
our care is central to all our activities and is part of the life and ministry of the 
Church. Anyone who has experienced abuse in a church context or has any 
information or concerns about the suitability of any person working with 
children and/or vulnerable adults within a Church setting should share those 
concerns with the relevant authority.’ 
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